


Democracies in 2018



Democratic Success 
• Free and fair elections 

• Transition of power within the constitutional framework 

• Strong democratic informal institutions 

• Stable democratic formal institutions 

• Vibrant civil society 

• Economic success 

• Rule of Law

• Protection of human rights 







Freedom in the World 
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Freedom in the World - Aggregate



Decades of Progress Reversing



A Decade of Declines

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ecuador better – Lenin Moreno new pres, less pressure on media and civil society, progress on anticorruption 
Nepal – first national, regional, and local elections under new constitution with high voter turn out 
Timor-Leste – fair elections, smooth transfer of power, new parties and candidates in pol system 
Uganda – resilience of media and journalists, bloggers, citizens in tightly restricted regime of long-ruling president Museveni 



Democracies in Crisis

• Military/violent coup 
• domestic coup d'état  
• foreign intervention
• fast and highly visible   

• Erosion of democracy 
• formal and informal democratic institutions 
• illiberal democracy
• liberal non-democracies 
• incremental and usually slow   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guatemala 1954, Bay of Pigs 1961,Bolivia 1971,  



Trajectory of the US



Troubling Trends in the US
• Polarization in and gridlock of democratic institutions
• Lack of institutional forbearance  
• Expansion of executive powers 
• President with authoritarian tendencies
• Questioning of legitimacy of political opponents 
• Erosion of democratic norms & declining support 
• Polarization of society along political divisions
• Intensification of the religious–secular divide 
• Tensions along racial divides  
• Money in politics 
• Relative deprivation 
• Increase in economic inequality 
• Undermining of the press



Divisions in the U.S. 

• Religion

• Economy 

• Politics

• Race 



Religion 

White Christian Democrats

2017 29% 
2007 50% 

Democrats  18-29 yo

White Christian 14% 
Unaffiliated 40%

White Christians in GOP

2017 Overall 73%
2017 Evangelical Protestant 35%
2007 Evangelical Protestant 36%



Wealth Inequality
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Political Polarization



Political Polarization



Race Relations



Change in Racial Equality



“ Don’t be a Sucker” 

• U.S. Department of War 1947 public service 
announcement 



Lines of Division

Society 
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What can you do? 



20 Lessons from the 20th Century

1. Do not obey in advance. 
2. Defend an institution.
3. Recall professional ethics. 
4. When listening to politicians, distinguish certain words. 
5. Be calm when the unthinkable arrives. 
6. Be kind to your language. 
7. Stand out. 
8. Believe in truth.
9. Investigate.
10.Practice corporeal politics. 



11. Make eye contact and small talk. 
12. Take responsibility for the face of the world. 
13. Hinder the one-party state. 
14. Give regularly to good causes, if you can. 
15. Establish a private life. 
16. Learn from others in other countries. 
17. Watch out for paramilitaries. 
18. Be reflective if you must be armed. 
19. Be as courageous as you can. 
20. Be a patriot. 

20 Lessons from the 20th Century



…but what about Marginalized Groups?

• Lack of protection

• Exploitation

• Exclusion 

• 2nd class citizen 

• Significantly negative impact on lives 



Importance of Dialog 

• Mutual toleration (Levitsky and Ziblatt) 

• Mutual understanding

• Listening

• Different (bad) vision, but not evil  

• Reduction of fear 

• Finding of commonalities 

• Importance of community

• Potential for changing minds  





Sharing and Listening

• How has democracy protected you or 
the different groups you belong to? 

• What can you do to protect and fight 
for our democracy? 



Almost done……
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